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Five Star Registration Awards and Five Star Hospital Awards

Registration Awards

Thirty-three local registrar offices from
around the state are recipients of the 1998
Bureau of Vital Statistics Five Star Vital
Registration Award. The 33 (out of 579in
Texas) met five criteria to achieve this
award.

Again this year the highest award of
Excellencein Vital Registration went to the
Waco-McLennan County Public Health
District Vital Statistics Office—Alice
Suter, Local Registrar. Thisoffice averaged
19.7 daysfor filing records with arejection
rate of only 0.2%. However, several local
registrars were very close to claiming the
number one position. Most improved local
registration office was the Wichita Falls-
Wichita County Public Health Department.

The new 1999 contest period runs from
October 1, 1998 to September 30, 1999.
The winners must average no more than
twenty-five days from the date of the event
to filing in the state office and must have a
rejection rate less than 1.5% of certificates
returned. At least one person in the local
registration office must attend the 1998
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annual vital statistics conference or one of
the 1999 regional vital statistics
conferences. By the end of the contest
period the local office must issue certified
copies only on bank note security paper
with consecutive numbers preprinted on
the front and must use an application for
certified copies that includes all necessary
guestions to determine if an applicant is
qualified. The application must also have
astatement regarding the penalty for giving
false information on the application.
Offices maintaining an average of
twenty-five days or less from the date of
event to filing in BV S will be notified by
September 1, 1999 and asked to send in
samples of their bank note security paper
and application. These samples must be
received by BV'S by September 30, 1999.

Hospital Awards

Nine hospitalsout of over 250inthe state
of Texas that routinely deliver babies
achieved the 1998 Bureau of Vital
Statistics Five Star Award. Three hospitals
tied for the 1998 Overall Award of

Excellence: McKenna Memorial Hospital
in New Braunfels, Medical Arts Hospital
in LaMesa and Westwood Medical Center
inMidland.

For 1999, BV Swill berating al hospitals
on their improvement over 1998. The
winners must average no more than seven
daysfrom DOB to transmission to the state
office, attend the 1998 annual vital
statistics conference or one of the 1999
regional vital statistics conferences, attain
85% or more birth certificates correctly
listing a father or achieve a 10% increase
in the rate of paternity completion over the
previous year’s rate, improve data quality
on three selected items (based on a 1997
National Center for Health Statistics
report), and provide worksheet samples to
BV, including mother’ ssignature and EAB
& IMMTRAC informed consent items.

Hospitals or Birthing Centers meeting
the training and timeliness criteria will be
notified by September 1, 1999 and asked
to send in samples of their birth certificate
worksheets, which must be received by
BV S no later than September 30, 1999.

The1998 Five Star Award Winners
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Registration Awards
Waco M cL ennan-County PublicHealth District *
Williamson County Clerk’sOffice
Erath County Clerk’sOffice*
Wichita Falls-Wichita County Public Health District
Temple, City of *
Rusk County Clerk’sOffice
Abilene/Taylor County PublicHealth District *
Bedford, City of
Amarillo, City of *
Guadalupe County Clerk’sOffice
Collin County Clerk’sOffice
Galveston County Health District*
Tom Green County Clerk’sOffice*
Fort Worth, City of Public Health Department
Grapevine, City of *
Tyler Smith County PublicHealth District*
Limestone County Clerk’sOffice
Llano County Clerk’sOffice*
Comal County Clerk’sOffice
Madison County Clerk’sOffice*
Port Arthur, City of *
Laredo, City of Health Department*
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L ubbock, City of Health Department*
Kerr County Clerk’sOffice

Polk County Clerk’sOffice

Ector County Clerk’sOffice*
Gregg County Clerk’sOffice*
Tarrant County Clerk’sOffice
Edinburg, City of Secretary’sOffice
Brown County Clerk’sOffice

Fort Bend County Clerk’sOffice
Gillespie County Clerk’sOffice
Maverick County Clerk’sOffice

*Alsoachieved 5 Star Award in 1997
Hospital Awards

M cKennaMemorial Hospital in New Braunfels
Medical ArtsHospitalinLaM esa

Westwood M edical Center in Midland

Southwest Texas M ethodist Hospital in San Antonio
United Regional Health CareSystem in WhicitaFalls
St. MichaelsHealth CareCenter in Texarkana
DoctorsRegional Medical Center in CorpusChristi
ColumbiaMedical Center - West in El Paso

William Beaumont Army M edical Center in El Paso



There aremany reasonswhy anindividual
may wish to make alegal name change on
a birth certificate. Religion, a family
situation changes, or an improperly
completed birth certificate may require a
change to the registrant’s or parents’ first,
middle, or last name. A legal name change
may not be used, however, to place a
different father or mother on arecord.

When changing afirst or middle name,
the standard amendment process may be
used if one sufficient document isavailable
to support the change. When changing alast
name, however, a court order is required
after one year from the date of birth,

To make achange, thefirst stepisto file
apetition with adistrict court in the county
in which the registrant or a parent of the
registrant resides.

The requirements for the petition are
stated in the Texas Family Code Section
45.102 for an adult and Section 45.002 for
achild. Thisinformation may befound on
the Internet: http://www.capitol .state.tx.us/
statutes/tocs/fa004500toc.html.The
petitioner may wish to retain an attorney to
assist with this procedure.

L egal Name Changes

Once the petition is filed and a district
court judge orders the legal name change,
the individual may wish to file a Legal
Name Change Amendment, as explained
below, with his or her birth record. Any
certification of their birth record will then
reflect the new name(s).

Since we cannot amend abirth record to
show amarried last name, the court order
should not include the married last name
inthe declaration.

Lega Name Changes may be filed with
delayed hirth records, or filed in addition
to supplemental registrations based upon
adoption or paternity.

Filing aL egal Name Change
Amendment: BV S Requirements

Tofilethelegal name change amendment
with the birth record, we require a copy of
the court order which has been certified
by the district clerk. We cannot accept
photocopies, however, the certified copy
will be returned to the applicant once the
amendment has been filed.

If the court order does not include the
name at birth, date of birth, county of birth,

or parents names (including the mother’s
maiden name) this information must be
included in aletter.

An application formisavailablefor filing
alegal namechange. Thefiling feeis$15.00.
Thefeefor each certification of the amended
birth record is$11.00. One check or money
order for $26.00 may be submitted to file
the amendment and receive one copy.

Dear State Registrar

Q. What should the hospital do if a
mother statesthat sheis married but
refuses to list her husband as the
father because they have been
separated for several years?

A. Thelaw presumesthat her husband
isthe father. She cannot name any other
father unlessacourt has determined that
another man is the father. The hospital
should leave the father’s information
blank.

If you have a question, please e-mail us at bvsweb@
tdh.state.tx.us, fax it to (512) 458-7233, or mail to
Bureau of Vital Statistics, Texas Department of Health,
1100 W. 4%th St., Austin, TX 78756-3191.

Attn: Texas Vital Statistics News.

What Happens When a Birth or Death Record Has Not Been Filed

There are many stories from older
generations about missing birth or death
records. Some of the reasons for missing
records include child bearing at home or
records lost, burned, or swept away in a
flood before making it to the courthouse.
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e
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There are aso stories of fires or floods
destroying courthouses and all their
contents, including birth and death records.

Some discover that a birth record is not
onfile when requesting therecord to enter
school, go on atrip, or to receive retirement
benefits.

Some find information about distant
relatives on tombstones, but after
submitting an application for death
records, discover that the death record was
not filed.

It is very difficult to know the exact
reason why a record is not on file. There
are till birth records not being filed for
children born at home or for some who
were born in ahospital.

When we send out the “Not Found
Letter” to inform the applicant that thebirth
or death record was not filed, we provide
information about filing adelayed birth or
death record. Depending upon the datethe
event occurred or the availability of
sufficient documentation, the process may
not be easy.

TheFirst Step

Before delayed registration forms are
issued totheapplicant, the State Bur eau of
Vital Statistics must conduct a thorough
search. Thisisrequired even if aremote
certification siteor thecounty clerk’soffice
where the birth occurred has already
conducted a sear ch.

BVS must perform thesearch because
not all birth recordsarein thedatabasethat
can beaccessed by each remotecertificate
site. BVSalso hasbirth or death records
that arenot on filewith the county offices.

TheMail-In application, VS-141, may be
used. A feeof $11.00for abirthrecord or
$9.00for adeath record searchisrequired
with therequest.

OncetheBureau of Vital Statisticsverifies
that that abirth or death recordisnot onfile
at thegtateoffice, ddayed registration forms
and ingructionsar eissued totheapplicant.

Next Issue (Spring 1999): Prepar ation of
the Delayed Birth Certificate



TexasTraumaDeath Migration

In 1997, there were 8,970 Texas
residents who died from trauma. These
trauma deaths were evaluated to find the
number of urban residents dying from
traumain rural countiesand rural residents
dying from traumain urban counties. These
numbers may help with partitioning scarce
funds to have the greatest impact on
reducing traumadeathsin Texas.

For this analysis, Texas trauma death
records were limited to Texas residents
whodiedin Texas. Countieswere classified
as urban or rural based on being part of a
Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) or
Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area
(PMSA); counties in an MSA or PMSA
were considered urban, those counties not
in an MSA or PMSA were classified as
rural.

Of the 8,970 Texas residents who died
from trauma in Texas during 1997, there
were 6,903 urban and 2,067 rural residents.
There were 293 urban residents who died

in arura county representing 4.2% of the
6,903 urban resident trauma deaths. In
marked contrast, there were 597 rural
residents who died in an urban county
representing 28.9% of the 2,067 rural
resident traumadeaths. Thisdisparity in 1997
was not an isolated occurrence since it
appeared in previous years aswell .

One possible explanation of the apparent
imbalance of urban migration for trauma
death is the partial existence of a trauma
system. When a trauma system is
functioning optimally, almost all trauma
deaths should occur in or near amajor trauma
hospital. An optimal trauma system would
result in very few trauma patients expiring
at the scene, very few trauma patients
expiring at a nondesignated trauma facility,
and the majority of fatally injured trauma
patients expiring at atraumahospital.

Since most major trauma hospitals are in
urban counties, many fatally injured rural
residents would be quickly transported

toward an urban center. The continuing
development of a Texas trauma system
might partially explain why such a
relatively large percentage of fatally
injured rural Texas residents die from
traumain urban counties.

Year Urban Urban Residents,
Residents Rural Occurance
1997 6,903 293 4.2%
1996 7,279 353 4.9%
1995 6,973 319 4.6%
1994 7,324 299 4.1%
1993 7,497 260 3.5%
Year Rural Rural Residents,
Residents  Urban Occurance
1997 2,067 597 28.9%
1996 2,098 650 31.0%
1995 1,823 491 26.9%
1994 1,948 520 26.7%
1993 1,786 442 24.8%

Vital StatisticsSummary, 1997

The Bureau of Vital Statistics annual
report, Texas Mital Satistics, 1997, will
be available for distribution by the end of
January. The following imformation is a
summary of vital events for 1997.

Texas residents had more babies in
1997 (333,829) than in any other year
since births were first recorded in Texas
in 1903. There were 170,863 males (51.2
percent of births) and 162,966 females
(48.8 percent of births) born to Texas
residents in 1977.

The crude birth rate was one of the
lowest ever with 17.3 births per 1,000
population.

Mothers are increasingly receiving
prenatal care within the first trimester --
78.5 percent in 1997 compared to 78.1
percent in 1996. The proportion of
women who received adequate prenatal
care, asdefined by the Kessner index, also
rose in 1997 (71.5 percent in 1997 vs.
70.5 percent in 1996). Despite better
prenatal care, the number of infants with
low birth weight (less than 2500 grams or
5 Ibs 9 0z) continued to increase -- 7.3
percent of live births in 1997 compared
to 7.2 percent in 1996.

In 1997, 98.9 percent of Texas births
were delivered in ahospital. Physicians
delivered 94.8 percent of infants born to

Texas residents and less than one out of
four deliveries in 1997 was by C-section
(23.5 percent, the same as in 1996).

Overall life expectancy for an infant born
in Texas in 1997 was 76.3 years. A mae
infant bornin 1997 could expect tolive 73.2
years while afemale infant could expect to
live 79.3 years.

The number of Texas resident deaths in
1997 was 142,569. Thiswas a 2.1 percent
increase in total deaths from 1996 when
there were 139,678 deaths. However, the
1997 crude death rate remained at 7.4 deaths
per 1,000 estimated population.

The order of the top five leading causes
of death remained the same as in 1996.
Heart disease claimed 43,553 lives and
continued to be the leading cause of death,
followed by cancer with 32,144 deaths.
Cerebrovascular diseases ranked third with
10,137 deaths, and accidents ranked fourth
with 7,150 deaths. Chronic obstructive
pulmonary diseases and allied conditions
ranked fifth with 6,696 deaths. These five
leading causes of death were responsiblefor
70 percent of Texasresident deathsin 1997.

The total number of infant deaths
increased to 2,148 in 1997 from 2,079 in
1996. Theinfant mortality rate (IMR) also
increased from 6.3 infant deaths per 1,000
live births in 1996 to 6.4 in 1997.

The number of fetal deaths increased
from 1,964 in 1996 to 1,969 in 1997, and
thefetal death ratio remained 5.9 per 1,000
live births.

Therewere 81,526 induced terminations
of pregnancy (abortions) obtained by Texas
residentsin 1997. Thiswasaseven percent
decrease from 1996. The 1997 abortion
rate was 18.2 per 1000 women 15-44 years
of age, compared to 19.8 in 1996.

The number of marriages, 182,817,
increased from the 1996 total of 178,659.
Thenumber of divorces, however, decreased
from 95,185 in 1996 to 93,088 in 1997.

For additional information, contact the
Statistical Services Division at
bvsweb@stats.tdh.state.tx.us or call (512)
458-7500.

Maher's Marial Satuis and Eolucation

Texas Residents, 1997

Percent of Married, Unmarried

(0] o) 91l 12
Years of Education Completed

1315 16 17+




Please list any topics you would like to seein this newdletter:

We would love to hear from you! Fax us at (512) 458-7233, e-mail us at bvsweb@
stats.tdh.state.tx.us or write us at Bureau of Vital Statistics, Texas Department of

Health, 1100 W. 49th St., Austin, TX 78756.

Please list any questions you have for Dear State Registrar:

Any other comments or suggestions:

Name:

Address:

Texas Vital Statistics News (ISSN 016976) is published
quarterly by the Bureau of Vital Statistics, Texas
Department of Health, 1100 West 49th Street, Austin,
Texas 78756-3191. Periodica Postage paid a Austin,
TX. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Texas
Vital Satistics News, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Texas
Department of Health, 1100 West 49th Street, Austin,
Texas 78756-3191 .
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Around the Bureau
of Vital Statistics

Congratulationsto Steve Elkins.

The City of Edinburg recently honored
Steve Elkins, South and West Texas Field
Representative, with a plaque for his
presentation to the City Clerks/Secretaries
Association of the Lower Rio Grande
Valley. Steve's presentation was entitled
the “Death Certificate Registration
Process.”

Steve has also been accepted in the
University of Texas Health Science Center
at Houston, Masters of Public Health
Program.

Field Representatives

North Texas.......ccoceeveeeneeneen. JolaEdwards
(512)458-7111x2530
Jola.Edwards@tdh.state.tx.us

East TEXaS.....coooveevereeririene Roger Faske
(512) 458-7111x2534
Roger.Faske@tdh.state.tx.us

Centrd Texas....... MdanieWilliams, Ph.D.
(512)458-7367
Mdanie Williams@tdh.state.tx.us

South & West Texas............... Steve Elkins
(512)458-7111x2949
Steven.Elkins@tdh.state.tx.us
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